
About ca

BIGªcaBIGª, or the ccaancer BBiomedical IInformatics GGridª is an open-source, open-access information network connecting researchers, physicians,

and patients, thus enabling them to share tools, data, and applications according to agreed-upon standards and identified needs.  Often called

the ÒWorld Wide Web of cancer research,Ó the overarching goal of caBIGª is to improve cancer prevention, detection, and care by making it

easier to gain knowledge through more seamless information integration. 

Why did the NCI 

(National Cancer Institute)

form the ca

BIGª initiative?Modern molecular-based research is generating vast amounts of complex genetic and clinical data, which are often separated in silos and not

shar ed.  In r ecent years, the cancer r esearch and clinical communities have been faced with a myriad of information challenges, including:

¥  The huge and gr owing volume of genomic and pr oteomic data to collect, aggr egate, and analyze

¥  The multitude of disparate information systems, with some still using paper-based formats

¥  The absence of common data formats and terminology

¥  The disconnected information ÒsilosÓ for genetic, clinical, and laboratory information about patients

¥  The lack of tools to connect available databases to one another

¥  The inability to sear



How is caBIG™ being Built?

http://www.cabig.cancer.gov/action/programs.asp


•



How is the NCI investing in caBIG™?

The NCI has designated caBIG™ infrastructure and tools as the standard technology platform for a nationa8 cancer research information

network.  Furthermore, the NCI is working with the private sector, and with public-private consortia, to expand the scope of caBIG™ and ensure

its continued success and proliferation.

http://www.cabig.cancer.gov/email_signup.aspx
http://www.hipaa.org
https://cabig.nci.nih.gov/esn

